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 Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of the Ercall Magna Parish Council held on Tuesday, 20th April 2021 
at 7.00p.m. via Zoom.
PRESENT:
Cllr E Aston




Cllr K Connor


Cllr G Barrow




Cllr R Hartshorne

Cllr R Wickson




Cllr M Ward




Cllr S Walker 




Cllr A Glenholmes

Cllr Y Homer 




Cllr L Hughes 
In Attendance:
Katrina Baker (Clerk)

Cllr S Bentley 


Cllr C Purves

6 Members of the public 
489/04/21.C
Welcome & Introductions



The Chairman, Councillor Wickson, opened the meeting and thanked everyone for attending.  A warm 


welcome was extended to all guests.


A minutes silence was held in memory of HRH, The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh
490/04/21.C
Apologies for Absence


Councillor A Price




Holiday


Rev I Naylor


Mr Ames, HT Crudgington School



C Bunyan, High Ercall Village Hall



West Mercia Police
491/04/21.C
Chairman’s Report 2019 / 2021


The Chairman read his report which covered the period from April 2019 due to the fact that no Annual 


Parish Meeting took place last year, due to Covid.


A copy of the report is attached to the Minutes and will appear on the website.



The report included a resume of the activities of the Parish Council and highlighted some ongoing issues.  It 

welcomed Councillor Homer and thanked Edward Davies following his retirement.



Thanks were extended to all the Members and to the local community for their support during the 


pandemic which had created a community spirit.



The Ercall Magna Neighbourhood Development Plan has moved to Regulation 15 and it is hoped that will 


move to referendum and be ‘made’ during this year.  When adopted, it is hoped that it will enable the 


Parish Council to have more influence on planning decisions in the Parish.
492/04/21.C
Financial Report


The Clerk reported that the Parish Council had started off the financial year, 1st April 2020, with a balance of 

£4343.48 which was considered by the Auditors to be too low, as all PTCs are advised to ensure that they 


have reserves that are sufficient to continue to run the council for a period of at least 3 months.  During the 

early part of 2020/21 a credit was negotiated on the Street Light Energy Account of £24,000 and £5000 was 

received towards the NDP, in addition to the precept of £57,476 and a VAT refund of £8000 which resulted 

in income of £71,681.58.


During the year, despite covid restrictions, the Parish Council has continued to represent the communities 

and carried out all statutory functions in addition to completing some projects and at the end of the 


financial year, 31st March 2021, the balance is £40,515.81 which is subject to the Annual Audit.



There is a VAT refund to be claimed of £2366.13.



When Members considered the budget for the coming year, they were very aware of the difficult year and 

the affect it has had on many families and they wanted to ensure, as much as possible, that any increase 


was kept to a minimum.  As it happens, with careful financial planning, the Parish Council set its precept at 

£49,900 which has resulted in a reduction in the parish council element of the council tax bills for 2021/22.
493/04/21.C
The Cleveland Phoenix Charity


A report was presented to update those in attendance on the work carried out since 1st December 2017 


when the Charity was established for the purpose of acquiring, reinstating and enabled the operation of the 

Cleveland Arms for the benefit of the residents of High Ercall and the surrounding areas.


The CPC is a corporate member of the Plunkett Foundation, which is an organization that assist community 

groups with technical and business advice on acquiring and operating public houses.  A specialist valuer has 

been commissioned, through the Foundation, to undertake a Market Appraisal Valuation Report of the 


Cleveland Arms.  The valuer was granted access by the owner in order to undertake his inspection.



With the benefit of the valuation prepared in accordance with RICS Global Standards 2020, the CPC will in 


due course approach the owner with a view to establishing whether the sale of the Cleveland Arms, Car 


Park and Bowling Green, at open market value, could be contemplated.  The response of the owner will 


inform and determine the next steps to be taken by the Charity.

494/04/21.C
Telford & Wrekin Council 


Councillor Stephen Bentley had submitted an Annual Report from TWC which will be attached to the 


Minutes and will appear on the website.
495/04/21.C
West Mercia Police


PCSO Collumbell had prepared a short report with details of issues in the Parish over the past two months.  

Copies are available and will appear on the website.
496/04/21.C
Other Reports


a)
Ellerdine Village Hall


The Chairman of the Village Hall presented a report.  A written copy will be attached to the Minutes and it 

will appear on the website.


b)
High Ercall Village Hall


The Chairman of the Village Hall had provided a written report which will be attached to the Minutes and 


will appear on the website. 


c)
High Ercall Primary School



Sarah Roberts, Headteacher, had provided a written report which had been circulate and would be attached 

to the Minutes.  It will also appear on the website.



d)
Crudgington Primary School



Unfortunately, Mr Ames had to send his apologies as he is currently off school.  A report will follow.



d)
St Michael’s and All Hallows Churches



Rev Ian Naylor had sent his apologies and a note explaining that he is new to the post and therefore has 


little to report.  Services are re-starting and he looks forward to attending a meeting in the future and to 


working with the Parish Council on local events.



e)
Ercall Magna Education Endowment Fund




The annual meeting of the above for 2020 was cancelled due to the Coronavirus Pandemic, but as usual the 

advertisement was placed out in the community and eight applications were received in the usual manner. 

These were distributed to all trustees either by email or in hard copy form. All trustees agreed that the 


applications were of a high standard, six being from higher education students and two from further 


education delegates.


The clerk prepared the accounts and £677.47 was available for grants.


Accounts were lodged with The Charity Commissioners online as is usual procedure.


f)
High Ercall Consolidated Charities


No report had been received.

497/04/21.C
Parish Matters 


a)
Matters Received in Writing prior to the meeting 



i)
Condition of wooden fence, Talbot Fields to Shrewsbury Road




ii)
Poor condition of Shrewsbury Road




iii)
Speed, size and volume of traffic on B5062 Crudgington to Cotwall
498/04/21.C
Date of the next meeting   



18th May



7pm

Annual General Meeting









Followed by May monthly meeting 



These meetings will take place in High Ercall Village Hall 

Signed ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….Date …………………………………………………….
Please note that these minutes remain draft until agreed at the next meeting of the Parish Council on 18th May 2021, but will not be confirmed and signed until the APM in 2022.
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